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(WASHINGTON, D.C.) -- U.S. Congressman Jason Altmire (PA-04) today introduced two
pieces of legislation that will advance the development of America’s nuclear energy industry by
facilitating the design and licensing of small nuclear reactors. A bipartisan coalition of 19
Members of Congress joined Altmire in introducing his bills, including Congressman Joe Barton
(TX-06), the Ranking Member on the House Energy and Commerce Committee.  A long-time
supporter of nuclear energy, Congressman Altmire has consistently worked to advance the
development of clean and safe nuclear technologies.

  

“America’s nuclear energy industry is on the brink of a new era of growth and
development,” Congressman Altmire said. “The legislation that I am introducing will help
companies design and license smaller reactors that could be built more quickly and at a
lower cost. Investing in the development of safe and reliable reactors of all sizes will
both increase our nation’s energy security and create good paying jobs here at home.”

  

The legislation Congressman Altmire introduced today would support the development of small
reactors in several ways. Following on the success of the popular Nuclear Power 2010 program,
the Nuclear Power 2021 Act would allow the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to enter into
public-private partnerships to design and license two small reactors by 2021. The Nuclear
Energy Research Initiative Improvement Act would direct DOE to develop a five-year strategy to
lower the cost of constructing and licensing nuclear reactors, including small reactors.

  

Small reactors could help a greater number of utilities develop nuclear generation capabilities,
because they can be built more quickly and at a much lower cost than large reactors.
 Additionally, since some small reactors do not need to be located near large sources of water
for cooling purposes, they could be used to bring nuclear energy to new parts of the country,
such as the arid west. Small reactors may also offer unique safety features. For example, since
smaller reactors generate less heat, they could be easier to shut down in the event of a
malfunction. 

  

“Congressman Altmire has been a proponent of nuclear energy since his arrival in
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Congress,” Alex Flint, Senior Vice President for the Nuclear Energy Industry said. “If
enacted, the bills Congressman Altmire introduced would accelerate the deployment of
new nuclear plants in the United States.  Small reactors can work in conjunction with
large nuclear plants and renewable technologies to provide clean-air energy while
simultaneously spurring economic development.”

  

“We appreciate Congressman Altmire’s leadership in support of clean, nuclear energy,”
Kathryn Jackson, Westinghouse Senior Vice President and Chief Technology Officer
said. “His legislation will create clean energy jobs in the US and reestablish US
leadership in advanced nuclear technology.   Westinghouse believes that nuclear is
fundamental to our energy future, and we applaud Congressman Altmire and his pursuit
of energy independence.”
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